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Basic reference rules 

Using APA style for your reference page 

• All lines after the first line of each entry in your reference list should  
be indented one-half inch (1.27 cm) from the left margin. This is called 
hanging indentation. 

Davis, D., Kesari, S., Soskolne, C., Miller, A., & Stein, Y. (2013). Swedish       

review    strengthens grounds for concluding that radiation from cellular 

and cordless   phones is a probable human carcinogen. Pathophysiology, 

20(2), 123-129. Retrieved from http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/art

icle/pii/S0928468013000035 

• Authors' names are inverted (last name first); give the last name and   
initials for all authors of a particular work for up to and including       
seven authors. If the work has more than seven authors, list the first   
six authors and then use ellipses after the sixth author's name. After   
the ellipses, list the last author's name of the work.  

Hebebrand, J., Albayrak, O., Adan, R., Antel, J., Dieguez, C., de Jong, J., . . .  

Murphy, M. (2014). “Eating addiction”, rather than “food addiction”,     

better captures addictive-like eating behavior. Neuroscience &                

Biobehavioral Reviews, 47, 295-306. Retrieved from http://www.science

direct.com/science/article/pii/S0149763414002140 
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Basic reference rules 
Using APA style for your reference page 

Reference list entries should be alphabetized by the last name of the    fi
rst author of each work. 
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Miakotkol, L. (2016). Impact of smartphones on human health and life.  Retrieved 
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Ward, V. (2015, October 16). Children becoming ‘hunch backs’ due to the          

addiction to smart phones. The Telegraph. Retrieved from http://www.what
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For multiple articles by the same author, or authors listed in the same ord
er, list the entries in chronological order, from earliest to most recent. 
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• Authors' names are inverted (last name first); give the last name and   
initials for all authors of a particular work for up to and including       
seven authors. If the work has more than seven authors, list the first   
six authors and then use ellipses after the sixth author's name. After    
the ellipses, list the last author's name of the work.  
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Murphy, M. (2014). “Eating addiction”, rather than “food addiction”,     

better captures addictive-like eating behavior. Neuroscience &                
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• Present the journal title in full. For example, Architecture & Urbanism, 
not Archit Urban 

• Maintain the punctuation and capitalization that is used by the journal 
in its title. For example: ReCALL, not RECALL or Knowledge               
Management Research & Practice, not Knowledge Management         
Research and Practice. 

• Capitalize all major words in journal titles. For example: Neuroscience 
& Biobehavioral Reviews, not Neuroscience & biobehavioral reviews 
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Basic reference rules 

Using APA style for your reference page 

When referring to books, chapters, articles, or Web pages, capitalize   only 
the first letter of the first word of a title and subtitle, the first     word afte
r a colon or a dash in the title, and proper nouns. Do not     capitalize the 
first letter of the second word in a hyphenated compound word. 
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