
Details and Transitions 



 The general subject of a paragraph or an 
essay is the ___. 

 True or false? A paragraph always has a topic? 
 The stated main idea of a paragraph is the 

___ ___. 
 True or false? A paragraph will always have a 

main idea? 
 True or false? A paragraph will always have a 

stated main idea? 



Supporting details – Facts and ideas that prove 
or explain the main idea of a paragraph. 
 Major details – Ideas that directly explain the 

main idea. 
 Minor details – Data, examples, and minor 

details that provide additional information 
about or further explain one of the major 
details. 



. 



. 





1. Children’s books contain many more male 
characters than female characters. 

2. Ways in which mass media affect behavior 
3. The mass media shape and reinforce sex-

role expectations, which, in turn, affect our 
behavior. 

4. In many television shows, men are naturally 
more ambitious than women. 

5. Video games portray males as active and 
dominant and females as passive and 
dependent. 



1. American families are widely diverse and 
dispel the belief in a typical American 
family. 

2. Many African-American families are headed 
by women. 

3. Latino families are strongly influenced by 
their culture. 

4. Diversity in American families 
5. Asian-American families have a strong 

sense of obligation to other family 
members. 



1. Athletes who use Epo, a protein for blood 
doping, are at greater risk for heart failure. 

2. Athletes risk penalties and their health by using 
blood doping to enhance their performance in 
races. 

3. Blood doping enhances physical endurance by 
increasing blood oxygen. 

4. Effects of blood-doping on athletes 
5. The Festina bicycling team was banned from 

the 1998 Tour de France because the cyclists 
were suspected of using blood doping. 



 Examples 
 Facts or statistics 
 Reasons 
 Descriptions 
 Steps or procedures 













 Open page 121 in your MySkillsLab e-reader. 



 Open page 122 in your MySkillsLab e-reader. 



 Open page 126 in your MySkillsLab e-reader. 



Directions:  Working with a classmate, for each 
topic sentence, write at least three different types 
of details that could be used to support it. Label 
each detail as example, fact or statistic, reason, 
description, or procedure. 
1. People make inferences about individuals based 

on the way they dress. 
2. Many retailers with traditional stores have 

decided to market their products through Web 
sites as well. 

3. Using a search engine is an effective, though 
not perfect, method of searching the Internet. 
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