Revision: Introductions
Comparison Essays

Rough Draft 1
Kobe Bryant, a Laker’s player, is the second best player to score the highest points in a
single game which is 81 points, and that was magnificent. However, the Boston Celtics is the

best team with the highest number of championships. Moreover, the Lakers are one of the
most successful teams in the history of the NBA and have won 16 championships, their last
being in 2010. They have been known as rivals ever since the NBA has been established. In
the year 2010, the NBA hosted the finals between the Lakers and Celtics and it was the

craziest final anyone could have ever imagined. The team that reaches the first 4 wins
would win the NBA championship. In addition, both teams went into a final game decider,
game 7 that is since they both won each other 3 times. The final game was held in the
Staples Center, the home of Los Angele, and the fans were truly amazing. Both teams were

hungry for that trophy. In the last minute of the game, the Lakers played really well and
they looked so strong and ended up winning the game to claim another Championship! The
Lakers and Celtics share a few similarities, yet they differ in other respects.

Step 1: Cite Other People’s Ideas
Wikipedia lists Kobe Bryant, a Laker’s player, as the

A.

second best player to score the highest points in a single game
which is 81 points, and that was magnificent (. However, the
Boston Celtics is the best team with the highest number of
championships (2013). Moreover, the Lakers are one of the
most successful teams in the history of the NBA and have won
16 championships, their last being in 2010. the Lakers are right
behind them with only 16 championships, as of 2010
(Wikipedia, 2014). They have been known as rivals ever since
the NBA has been established. In the year 2010, the NBA
hosted the finals between the Lakers and Celtics and it was the
craziest final anyone could have ever imagined. The team that
reaches the first 4 wins would win the NBA championship. In

B.

addition, both teams went into a final game decider, game 7
that is since they both won each other 3 times. The final game
was held in the Staples Center, the home of Los Angele, and the
fans were truly amazing. Both teams were hungry for that

trophy. In the last minute of the game, the Lakers played really
well and they looked so strong and ended up winning the game
to claim another Championship! The Lakers and Celtics share a
few similarities, yet they differ in other respects.

C.

Check for ideas that are not
your own. (Unless you were
in a trance when you
highlighted sentences in an
article and then copied and
pasted them into your
document, you know which
ideas are not yours and
which sentences you did not
write.)
If information is already
paraphrased, make sure the
author and date of
publication are cited.
If information is word-forword, paraphrase it and cite
the author and date of
publication.

Step 1: Cite Other People’s Ideas (cont.)
Wikipedia. 2013. Kobe Bryant.
Retrieved from
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Kobe_Bryant
Wikipedia. 2014. Los Angeles

Lakers. Retrieved from
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Los_Angeles_Lakers

Using APA formatting, cite the
source on the reference page.

Step 2: Attract the Reader’s Attention in the First Sentence
Kobe Bryant, a Laker’s player, is the
second best player to score the
highest points in a single game
which is 81 points, and that was
magnificent. However, the Boston

Celtics . . . . The Lakers and Celtics
share a few similarities, yet they
differ in other respects.

Attract attention by starting
with:
• Startling statement
• Anecdote
• Unknown statistic/fact
• Quotation
Regardless of which technique
you use to attract the reader’s
attention, the opening sentence
must refer to the general topic
of your paper.

Step 2: Attract the Reader’s Attention in the First Sentence
Kobe Bryant, a Laker’s player, is the
second best player to score the
highest points in a single game
which is 81 points, and that was
magnificent. However, the Boston

Celtics . . . . The Lakers and Celtics
share a few similarities, yet they
differ in other respects.

Attract attention by starting
with:
• Startling statement
• Anecdote
• Unknown statistic/fact
• Quotation
Regardless of which technique
you use to attract the reader’s
attention, the opening sentence
must refer to the general topic
of your paper.

Step 3: Check for logical organization of ideas in background
information
Wikipedia lists Kobe Bryant, a Laker’s player, as the second

• Player’s record
• Teams’ records

best player to score the highest points in a single game which is 81
points, and that was magnificent (2013). However, the Boston
Celtics is the best team with the highest number of championships
(2013). Moreover, the Lakers are right behind them with only 16
championships, as of 2010 (Wikipedia, 2014). They have been

• 2010 championship game

known as rivals ever since the NBA has been established. In the
year 2010, the NBA hosted the finals between the Lakers and
Celtics and it was the craziest final anyone could have ever
imagined. The team that reaches the first 4 wins would win the NBA
championship. In addition, both teams went into a final game

Group similar ideas together

decider, game 7 that is since they both won each other 3 times. The
final game was held in the Staples Center, the home of Los Angele,
and the fans were truly amazing. Both teams were hungry for that
trophy. In the last minute of the game, the Lakers played really well

and they looked so strong and ended up winning the game to claim
another Championship! The Lakers and Celtics share a few
similarities, yet they differ in other respects.

Step 3: Check for logical organization of ideas in background
information (cont.)
Wikipedia lists Kobe Bryant, a Laker’s player, as the second

• Player’s record
• Teams’ records

best player to score the highest points in a single game which is 81
points, and that was magnificent (2013). Players like Kobe Bryant
are one of the reasons why the Lakers have racked up 16
championships, as of 2010 (Wikipedia, 2014). However, the Boston
Celtics is the best team with the highest number of championships

• 2010 championship game

(2013). Moreover, the Lakers are right behind them with only 16
championships, as of 2010 (Wikipedia, 2014). They have been
known as rivals ever since the NBA has been established. In the
year 2010, the NBA hosted the finals between the Lakers and
Celtics and it was the craziest final anyone could have ever

Group similar ideas together

imagined. The team that reaches the first 4 wins would win the NBA
championship. In addition, both teams went into a final game
decider, game 7 that is since they both won each other 3 times. The
final game was held in the Staples Center, the home of Los Angele,

and the fans were truly amazing. Both teams were hungry for that
trophy. In the last minute of the game, the Lakers played really well
and they looked so strong and ended up winning the game to claim
another Championship! The Lakers and Celtics share a few
similarities, yet they differ in other respects.

Step 4: Eliminate any unnecessary information
Wikipedia lists Kobe Bryant, a Laker’s player, as the second best player to score the highest
points in a single game which is 81 points, and that was magnificent (2013). Players like Kobe
Bryant are one of the reasons why the Lakers have racked up 16 championships, as of 2010
(Wikipedia, 2014). However, the Boston Celtics is the best team with the highest number of
championships (2013). They have been known as rivals ever since the NBA has been established.
In the year 2010, the NBA hosted the finals between the Lakers and Celtics and it was the
craziest final anyone could have ever imagined. The team that reaches the first 4 wins would
win the NBA championship. In addition, both teams went into a final game decider, game 7 that
is since they both won each other 3 times. The final game was held in the Staples Center, the
home of Los Angele, and the fans were truly amazing. Both teams were hungry for that trophy.
In the last minute of the game, the Lakers played really well and they looked so strong and
ended up winning the game to claim another Championship! The Lakers and Celtics share a few
similarities, yet they differ in other respects.

Step 5: Check the thesis sentence
Wikipedia lists Kobe Bryant, a Laker’s player, as the second

1.

Should be last sentence in introductory
paragraph

best player to score the highest points in a single game which is 81
points, and that was magnificent (2013). Players like Kobe Bryant
are one of the reasons why the Lakers have racked up 16

2.

Should include verb indicating

championships, as of 2010 (Wikipedia, 2014). However, the Boston
Celtics is the best team with the highest number of championships

organizational pattern of paper
3.

Should state the main points or give the
number of main points

(2013). They have been known as rivals ever since the NBA has
been established. In the year 2010, the NBA hosted the finals
between the Lakers and Celtics and it was the craziest final anyone
could have ever imagined. The team that reaches the first 4 wins
would win the NBA championship. In addition, both teams went

•

The Lakers and Celtics share a few similarities,
yet they differ in other respects.

•

The Lakers and Celtics resemble each other

into a final game decider, game 7 that is since they both won each
other 3 times. Both teams were hungry for that trophy. In the last
minute of the game, the Lakers played really well and they looked
so strong and ended up winning the game to claim another

Championship! The Lakers and Celtics share a few similarities, yet

in a few ways, yet they are dissimilar in other
respects.

they differ in other respects.

Step 6: Unity and cohesion
1.

Identify keywords in the opening sentence.

Wikipedia lists Kobe Bryant, a Laker’s player, as
the second best player to score the highest points in

2.

List synonyms for each keyword.

3.

Use these synonyms in subsequent

magnificent (2013).

sentences.

player – team member, sportsperson

a single game which is 81 points, and that was

game – match, event, competition
Wikipedia lists Kobe Bryant, a Laker’s player, as
the second best player to score the highest points in
a single game which is 81 points, and that was
magnificent (2013). Team members like Kobe Bryant
are one of the reasons why the Lakers have racked
up 16 championships, as of 2010 (Wikipedia, 2014).

Step 6: Unity and cohesion (cont.)
Check that the idea in the previous sentence is

Wikipedia lists Kobe Bryant, a Laker’s player, as
the second best player to score the highest points in

logically related to the idea in the current

sentence.
1.

Pronouns

2.

Synonyms

a single game which is 81 points, and that was
magnificent (2013). Team members like Kobe Bryant
are one of the reasons why the Lakers have racked
up 16 championships, as of 2010 (Wikipedia, Los
Angeles Lakers, 2014). However, their rival, the

3.

Signal words (transitions, adverbs, etc.)

Boston Celtics, with 17 wins, claims the highest
number of NBA championships (Wikipedia, Boston
Celtics, 2014).

Step 7: Variety
Use a variety of sentences

Wikipedia lists Kobe Bryant, a Laker’s player, as
the second best player to score the highest points in

1.

Simple

a single game which is 81 points, and that was

2.

Compound

magnificent (2013). Team members like Kobe Bryant

3.

Complex

4.

Compound complex

are one of the reasons why the Lakers have racked
up 16 championships, as of 2010 (Wikipedia, Los
Angeles Lakers, 2014). However, their rival, the

Boston Celtics, with 17 wins, claims the highest
number of NBA championships (Wikipedia, Boston
Celtics, 2014) . . . . Both teams were hungry for that
trophy. In the last minute of the game, because the
Lakers played really well, they ended up winning the
game to claim another championship. The Lakers and
Celtics share a few similarities, yet they differ in
other respects.

