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APA CITATIONS: TWO PARTS OF EVERY CITATION 

 

In text                                                           Reference Page 

 

 

 

 

 

In-text Citation General Guidelines 

With quotations, you must provide author’s name, year, and page number: 

According to recent psychological research, “students favor homework over more strenuous activities” 
(Williams, 2005, p. 54).  

 

With paraphrase, just the author’s name and year: 

According to recent psychological research, doing homework is considered preferable to sports (Williams, 
2005).   

 

When the author is named in the sentence, the reference with the year follows immediately after the name. 

Research by Wegener and Petty (1994) supports the idea that pets are beneficial in treating depression and 
other illnesses. 

 

When the author is not named in the sentence, the reference with the author’s name and year are at end of 
sentence. 

According to recent psychological research, doing homework is considered preferable to sports (Williams, 
2005).   

 

 

 

Tells reader where you found the 
information you are using 

 

Gives reader all the info they need to 
find the source themselves 
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Reference Page Citation  

To create an accurate APA citation on your reference page, you need to find a source for APA guidelines (see 
list below), determine what kind of source it is (i.e., book, journal article, magazine article, website, etc), and 
then pull the required information from your source and plug for the kind of source you are using and then 
pull the needed information from your source.  

 
 

For example, here is the guideline for a single author book as corresponds to the example above: 

 

___________________,_____    . (_____).  ____________________________________. 
 
 
 
 

  ____________, _____ : ___________________. 
                                
 
 
 

 
Where You Can Find the Updated APA Guidelines  

 
OWL Purdue APA 2009 Guide:  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ 

*A Writer’s Resource (3rd Edition, 2009) p. 327-358 
*Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (6th Edition, 2009) 

APA.org Tutorial:   http://flash1r.apa.org/apastyle/basics/index.htm 
 

*available in the Writing Center, the Luria Library, and the bookstore 

Author’s last name Auth.  first 
initial 

Pub. Year Title (in italics, first word capital): subtitle (italics, no 
capitals) 

Pub. City Pub. State Publisher Name 

Title 

Subtitle 

 

Author 

Publisher and 
publication city 

Publication 
year 


